
In the late 1800’s the Mississippi River and the rail road 

represented the communication and economic lifeline to 

the rest of the world for Canton, Missouri. Many 

businesses were developed along the river. As the city of 

Canton evolved over the last one hundred and eighty 

years, the major business focus has shifted from the 

area next to the river to 4th street. Many small 

businesses had settled in the “down town” area due to 

the location of “old” highway 61 (now route B). 

As the commerce centers moved, the “original” Canton 

has slowly evolved to include a number of blighted 

properties that were of little use and potentially 

dangerous. These properties had a group of owners who 

were willing to sell their land but did not have the means 

or plans to clean them up and make them attractive to 

new and developing businesses.

Several of the buildings contained hazardous waste 

related to the agricultural fertilizer business. At one time, 

four to six tons of Diazinon were being stored 213 feet 

from the  third grade  at the elementary school.

Blighted Property and Hazardous Waste Clean Up – “Economic Development”



The community needed to do the following:

1. Transform blighted property into property that can be used for economic development and 

managed by the Lewis County Industrial Development Authority

2. Clean up potentially dangerous property that may house hazardous materials

3. Make the existing dock area more usable for 

commercial enterprise

4.   Stabilize and control property that is blighted and 

in the existing “Downtown Vision and 

Development Strategy” approved by the Canton 

City Council in 2008 and written by “Special Place 

Development” group based in Columbia, MO

Scope community involvement and discovery:

Bill Smith of The Lewis County Development Authority (LCIDA) 

adopted the project as his major focus and wrote a $2,000,000 

stimulus grant to purchase blighted properties, demolish the 

buildings and  clean up the property to make them ready for 

economic development .  Full support from the community included 

The Lewis County Historical Society, The Canton Chamber of  

Commerce,  Lewis County Port Authority, The Missouri  Department 

of Conservation ,The City of Canton , Ursa Farmers Cooperative and 

Senator Wes Shoemyer.

The community, including the Illinois supporters, have come to understand that Lock & 

Dam 20 and the waters below it have some unique features that will make it attractive to 

businesses that need river access. First, the waters below the Canton Lock and Dam are 

considered open 12 months out of the year.  While ice does occur, in most years barges 

can ship south out of Canton all year round – a dock facility would not have to shut down 

during the winter. Second, shipping rates are less below the Lock and Dam than above it. 

Shipping out of Canton would represent a significant cost reduction as compared to 

shipping the same products above the dam.

On October 21st, 2010 Governor Nixon  traveled to Canton and awarded the stimulus 

grant to fund the project. 

The clean up of the hazardous materials has taken place according to the Division of 

Natural Resources and HUD guidelines.  With a good deal of the funds for cleanup going 

to local contractors.



Planning  is now in place to improve the existing dock by extending the usability by a 

series of pilings and dredging.  The economic future of Canton may ironically be found in 

the river front that was abandon some years ago. 

The  community is now actively working with several companies that find it a good move 

to establish themselves in Canton. The combination of a major four lane north and south 

route, possible rail transportation plus a viable river dock and the availability of generous 

river front property positions Canton for economic growth in the very near future.


